Literary Devices

1) Theme:  The theme of the story is the main insight that the author conveys through the story.

2) Characterization: It is the manner in which the author creates and develops a character. 

     a) Direct Characterization: The author simply states a character’s trait (s).

     b) Indirect Characterization: The author reveals the character’s traits through his/her actions, and through

         his/her interactions with other characters.

3) Irony: Irony is a literary technique that plays on the contradiction between what is expected and what actually happens.

     a) Verbal Irony: Language is used to convey the opposite of what is meant.

     b) Dramatic Irony: The audience is aware of some critical information that the character(s) is not.

4) Imagery: Imagery is descriptive language and details that the author uses to stimulate the readers’ five senses of sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell.

5) Metaphor: A metaphor is a figure of speech where a comparison is made when Thing #1 or Idea#1 is equated to an unrelated Thing #2 or Idea #2. An Extended Metaphor is when a simple metaphor evolves because the author develops it during the course of the text.

6) Simile: A simile is a literary technique in which Thing #1 or Idea #1 is compared to Thing #2 or Idea #2 by usually using the words like or as. Ex: Her eyes sparkled like diamonds..  

7) Symbol:  A symbol in a story is anything that stands for or represents a deeper meaning. Ex: A rose may represent love; the color red may represent danger.

8) Foreshadowing:  Foreshadowing is the literary technique where the author places clues or hints in the story which tell the reader what may happen later in the story.

9) Mood: Mood is the primary feeling/atmosphere created in a literary work. Mood is developed and established by using descriptive details. Ex: Sad, gloomy, disturbing, uplifting, happy, mysterious, melancholy.

10) Tone: The tone of a literary work is the attitude of the author toward his audience and subject. Tone is frequently emphasized in rhetorical situations. Ex: serious, playful, bitter, angry, sarcastic, sincere, critical, pleading, rational, engaging, ridiculing, inspirational, admiring, etc.

11) Personification:   Personification is a literary technique where a nonhuman subject is given human characteristics. Ex: The wind whispered.

12) Allusion: An allusion is a reference to a well-known person, place, or event.

13) Alliteration Alliteration is the repetition of consonant sounds to draw the reader’s attention to a word/ phrase or to emphasize something. .

14) Juxtaposition  is a technique where the author places two events, people, things next to each other to achieve an effect. 

15) Hyperbole is an exaggeration used for an intended effect.

16) Diction is the author’s word choice. Diction is used to effectively convey meaning.

17) Static Character is a character that remains the same throughout the story.

18) Dynamic Character is a character who experiences a significant internal change in character.

19) Setting is the time and place of the action in the text. Setting can include information about the time period, social or political environment, geographical information, etc.

20) Repetition is the repeated use of any word, phrase, image, etc. for the purpose of emphasizing an idea.

21) Comparison is used to consider something by examining  features that it may have in common with something else.

22) Parallelism is the use of similar (parallel) grammatical construction in a sentence. Ex: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times; it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness…” Dickens.

